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                                                                    TRANSPORTATION:                                                                     

 You can fly direct from Belize International Airport to San Pedro - cost around $80US round-trip and takes 15 minutes.   Check out the current schedule and prices on the Web ("Maya Island Air" + " Belize ").  The last flight to San Pedro departs at 5:30pm so groups can arrive in San Pedro on the same day they fly into Belize . 

If you prefer, you can come to San Pedro via water taxi.  Philip Elliott <philstours@hotmail.com> can pick you up at the airport and take you to the water taxi terminal.  Cost for the taxi is 10US per person and the ride takes about 20 minutes.  Water taxi costs $25US round trip and it takes about 90minutes to make the trip to San Pedro.  Last water taxi leaves at 5:30pm.  

Many groups choose to take the water taxi to San Pedro and than fly back - the best of both worlds - smile. Both options take you to the center of town with easy access to the following hotels.  Most groups hire taxis (readily available at a cost of $3US per person) in order to easily transfer luggage.  The Tides provides free taxi service to their guests.

                                                         LODGING in SAN PEDRO
 The Blue Tang is a lovely hotel on the beach with a small swimming pool.  Rooms are spacious and include ac, tv, private bathrooms and fans.  It takes about 15 minutes to walk to the school.  Two grocery stores are close by.  Visit their web site for additional information and Allan Lima.  bluetanginn@btl.net for reservations.  The hotel gives a special rate to volunteers at Holy Cross.

The Conch Shell is located in the heart of San Pedro, on the beach, about a 15 minute walk to Holy Cross.  It has ten rooms - all front on the beach.  Each room has one double and one single bed.  All rooms have cable tv, temporpedic beds, refrigerator, free wireless internet, private bath, floor and ceiling fans.  Air conditioning is available for an additional $10US per night.  Upper veranda offers additional kitchenette and fantastic reef and people watching views.  Holy Cross volunteers get a 20% discount off the nightly or package rates.  Groups should contact Joan at   joani_liz@hotmail.com   for additional information and reservations.


Ruby's Hotel is in downtown San Pedro, right on the beach about a 20 minute walk (up the beach) to the School, no ac but plenty of ocean breeze and fans.  All rooms have private bathrooms - 14 rooms with two beds.  2 other rooms have ac at an additional cost.  There is a large meeting space on the second floor veranda.  Ruby's is clean as can be and in a great location.  You can check it out on the web and contact them at rubys@btl.net.

The Tides is on the beach about a 10 minute walk from the school.  All rooms have two beds, private bathrooms, ac and tv.  In addition there is a small swimming pool, beverage palapa and a great breakfast is included in the room charge. There is a nice meeting space on the dock and water activities can also be arranged.  Check them out on the web.  They graciously give our volunteers a special price.  Contact Miss Sabrina <patojos@btl.net> for information and current prices.


                                                                                MEALS: 
 There are lots of wonderful places to eat in San Pedro.  Prices vary greatly from inexpensive sub shops and pizza parlors (they deliver!) to very expensive.  Most teams budget $25 to $30US per person per day for meals.  Your group can also have meals at Holy Cross prepared by our wonderful cooks!  Breakfast is available at $5US per person, mid-morning snack at $2US and lunch for $8US per person - all meals are large and delicious!  Purified water will be abundantly provided at the school - $5US per person for the week.  Some hotels like the Tides and the Blue Tang include breakfast in your room costs.  In addition the Tides and the Blue Tang have suites available with full kitchens which some groups use to prepare dinner and save money.


                                                                     SIGHTSEEING OPTIONS:  
There are many opportunities for wonderful water activities in San Pedro - snorkeling, diving, wind surfing, fishing, etc.  The Tides has an in house dive center and there are numerous other all along the beach.   Other recreational opportunities can be arranged from San Pedro including the wonderful Mayan ruins at Lamanai through the tour guide we recommend:  Philip Elliott <philstours@hotmail.com>

If your group would like, accommodations can be arranged at the Diocesan Guest House in Belize City at $25US per person per night.  Many groups choose to spend either their first or last night at the Guest House in order to attend Cathedral services or to have recreational opportunities more accessable - the Zoo, Old Belize, Altun Ha, Cave tubing, etc.  If you spend the first night in Belize City you can either fly to San Pedro or take the water taxi. 

Please let me know your questions and we ' ll continue planning your mission trip!!!  Blessings, Francis

 

 

